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EDITOR: Please give the representatives a chance to receive their
mail. Please do not release before noon (MST) Wednesday,
Feb. 22, 1967.
stewart
2-21-67
(state)
UNIVERSITY GROUP FAVORS A
MAJOR NEW REVENUE SOURCE
Adoption of a major new revenue source to solve Montana's educational support problems
is advocated by the University of Montana faculty Budget and Policy Committee.
The open letter mailed Tuesday to House majority leader James Lucas, R-Miles City, and
minority leader Gordon Twedt, D-Rudyard, was signed by the seven members of what is in
effect the executive committee of the UM Faculty Senate.
The letter said, "The general fund budget expenditures of Montana elementary and
secondary public schools have risen $20 million a biennium since 1963.

There seems to be

no question that public school costs will increase by at least $20 million for the biennium,
1967-69.
"The University System has requested an increase of $16.8 million from the State General
Fund for 1967-69.

A stop-gap measure in 1965 of raising student fees now makes necessary

this large an increase in 1967.
"The request from the State General fund for the custodial units is approximately $5
million.

This seems to be justifiable.

"This total of $40-plys million cannot be met without adoption of a major new revenue
source."
The letter was signed by Chairman Earl Lory, professor of chemistry; Gordon Browder,
chairman of sociology; Warren Carrier, chairman of English; Robert Fields, chairman of
geology; Fred Henningsen, associate professor of accounting; Rulon Jeppesen, chairman of
physics; and Vernon Sletten, professor of education.
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